
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
July 28, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
July 28, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant 
Engineering Manager; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Kim Carpenter, 
Clerk of the Board; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Jim DodgeValbridge Property 
Advisors/Macaulay & Associates; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, and 
Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for July 28, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 07/21/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2631 

Voucher Nos. 3946-4005 and Payroll Check Nos. 10345-10424 ($362,169.72) 07/21/15 
c. Project Acceptance 

Judy WTP to Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line-Phase 1 (Sedro-Woolley) 
Plat of Twin Brooks I (Mount Vernon) 

The motion passed. 

Commissioner Cook asked what the total cost of the Judy WTP to Sedro-Woolley 
Transmission Line-Phase 1 was; Manager Powell replied that two pieces are missing and 
Engineering Manager Sidhu will have a spreadsheet reflecting the total cost once the 
remaining items have been received. 

Under Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported on the following: 

• The water right transfers are supplemental to the City of Anacortes and will drop 
off before the end of September. 

• Have spent considerable time on the Water Policy Manual developing and 
assigning costs for emergency and temporary water assistance.  Following review 
by Engineering and legal counsel, a red line version will be sent to the 
Commission for review.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if Anacortes has decided 
on a cost for the temporary water right transfer; Manager Powell replied no, it will 
be done by the end of September. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported the following: 

• Crews will continue with maintenance projects and conduct line repair work 
underneath the freeway just north of Pioneer Highway.  They will also be 
conducting reconnaissance for repairs to the Gilligan Creek intake structure 
downstream of the recent improvements. 

• District crews have completed work to relocate Gilligan Creek source water lines 
to accommodate the Weyerhaeuser storm culvert replacement work.  Final road 
surface repairs have been completed. 

• Agency Project(s) – Burlington:  SRV Construction has entered into a contract 
with the City of Mount Vernon for the Rio Vista Project; the District’s portion of 
the construction is $172,000 and construction began on July 20. 

Human Resource Manager White reported staffing changes for the Payroll Accountant 
and WTP Superintendent positions.  She stated that Krista, the temporary Payroll 
Accountant, has agreed to stay on and the District has made arrangements with 
Accountemps, the staffing company, to direct hire her.  Commissioner Cook asked if 
there was an interview process; HR Manager White replied yes, the position was offered 



to another individual who turned it down and Krista stepped forward for consideration.  
Dale Wardell, WTP Superintendent, is retiring and Jamie LaBlanc, the Anacortes WTP 
Manager, has agreed to come to work for the District effective August 17.  Commissioner 
Cook asked if there was an application process; HR Manager White replied there were 
internal interviews; however, Mr. LaBlanc is an excellent candidate and has worked for 
the City of Anacortes for 18 year and managed their WTP for 8 years.  Manager Powell 
stated that Mr. LaBlanc also teaches.   

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that NorthStar training continues for the 
Customer Service Department this week.  Commissioners Robertson asked if the training 
includes a documentation manual; CR Manager Tate replied no, as the software is 
customized for each utility.  He stated that they will work with Network Support 
Technician Hills to put together a manual for the District. 

Auditor Backman reported that the State Auditor’s office will be on site August 24 to 
begin the 2014 audit. 

Commissioner Cook stated he received an email regarding an interlocal agreement with 
Skagit County and asked what it is for; Manager Powell replied it is for spraying services, 
as the County has a licensed sprayer and will do the work rather than the District 
contracting for same.  He stated that it will save the District approximately $50,000. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell reported that the District is reaching the tipping 
point on Fidalgo Island with regard to infrastructure.  He stated that the system will 
require a huge investment over the next 6-10 years.  He stated he has put together 
numbers and Engineering Manager Sidhu will put together mapping to review the scale 
of economy.  He stated that the City of Anacortes is receptive to taking over the service 
area and during recent talks with the Town of LaConner regarding their interest in service 
from the District, the same amount of money could be spent to benefit the south end.  
Discussion ensued regarding divesting the Fidalgo Island service, including impact to 
Fidalgo Island customers, annexation of the south end of Fidalgo Island by the City of 
Anacortes, enormous infrastructure costs involved to maintain the system, under GMA 
and current zoning the population will never be large enough to support the cost, 
unfairness to District ratepayers to bear the burden of cost, divesting is financially a good 
choice as long as there is a supplemental trade with LaConner, the potential to complete 
the entire grid in the southwest valley is huge, and benefit for the City of Anacortes to 
increase their agreement with the City of Oak Harbor.  Manager Powell indicated that the 
District’s annual net revenue for Fidalgo minus expenses is $280,000 a year. 

At this time, 4:57 PM, President Littlefield recessed the regular meeting to open the 
Mann Road LUD No. 31 Formation Hearing at 5:00 PM. 

President Littlefield reconvened the regular meeting at 6:06 PM. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of July 28, 2015 was adjourned at  
6:07 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


